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Hello and thank you for your interest in the Girl Scout program.  
At Girl Scouts, your girl will unleash her inner G.I.R.L. (Go-getter, 
Innovator, Risk-taker, Leader)™! 

How? Through the Girl Scout Leadership Experience—a 
collection of  engaging, challenging, and fun activities.  The idea 
is to learn by doing, and at Girl Scouts, she’ll do lots of  it. 

She’ll be inspired to discover her talents and passions in a safe 
and supportive all-girl setting. While she may be exposed to 
similar skills in school, in other youth programs, or even on her 
own, at Girl Scouts she’ll experience them in a unique way that 
puts her on a path to a lifetime of  leadership, adventure, and 
success. 

Ways to Participate 

Most people think that the only way to participate in Girl Scouts 
is to join a local troop and go to the same meeting spot week 
after week,  earning badges and helping in the community along 
the way.  However, girls can just go camping or just sell cookies!  
Girl Scouts even has a travel option that I feel is severely under 
marketed.  Did you know that girls can skip the traditional troop 
and experience Girl Scouts through travel?  That’s right - they 
make friends all over the country as they travel with Girl Scouts 
from different states, see and learn new things, and engage in 
life-changing experiences and memories together.   
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Where do they go?  Believe it or not they can experience all that 
our country has to offer, whether it’s “blasting off” at space 
camp in Alabama, taking in a Broadway show in New York City, 
or visiting the birthplace of  Girl Scouts’ founder, Juliette Gordon 
Low, in Savannah, Georgia. As they get older they can even 
participate in adventures around the world such as Costa Rica, 
Morocco, India, and more!  I realize that some of  our girls are 
still a bit too young for this but it’s something to keep in mind. 

Our Troop (Troop 647) 

This will be my 5th year being a Girl Scout leader and my main 
challenge has always been the same — how to retain the girls’ 
interest from the beginning of  the Girl Scout year to the end of  
the year (and excited enough to come back for more).  I took the 
G.I.R.L. campaign to heart and have decided to be an innovator 
and risk-taker by heading a troop inspired by travel. 

Our troop will start up in January 2018.  We will continue to be a 
“multi-level” troop meaning we will have girls of  all grade levels 
(instead of  everyone being in the same grade).  We will not have 
regularly scheduled meetings at the First Baptist Church in 
Rockledge like we have in previous years.  The church has a 
great space that we are still welcome to use if  we want or need 
to but for now I want to try something different.  Instead, we will 
meet at a different location approximately once a month.  Each 
location is going to be chosen because it will center around a 
specific badge, life skill or simply be able to provide an 
incredible experience that the girls would not be able to get in a 
traditional troop meeting.   

How It Will Work 
To pull this off  successfully we will need to plan far in advance 
and have consistent communication (since there are no weekly 
meetings to distribute materials or discuss options).  While I 
understand that not everyone is comfortable with computers, 
I’ve researched many different avenues in our “off  season” and I 
still feel that our troop website is the best way to put all of  the 
information we need in one place.  For example, I can post a 
calendar, parent announcements, provide a space to download 
forms that will be needed for our meetings/events and even have 
links to RSVP and pay for our adventures.   I will continue to keep 
our troop Facebook group up and running so parents can ask 
questions or coordinate drop offs/pickups.   
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The Girl Scout Promise 
On my honor, I will try: 
to serve God and my country, 
to help people at all times, 
and to live by the Girl Scout Law. 

The Girl Scout Law 
I will do my best to be 
honest and fair, 
friendly and helpful, 
considerate and caring, 
courageous and strong, and 
responsible for what I say and do, and to 
respect myself and other, 
respect authority, 
use resources wisely, 
make the world a better place, and  
be a sister to every Girl Scout.
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Our events will be selected and posted in as far in advance as 
possible.  Again, you will find them on our troop calendar located 
on our troop website (www.mygstroop.com).  When something is 
added I will do my best to post on Facebook or contact you in 
your preferred method to let you know something new has 
popped up but I will need all parents to check the website often.   

Each event on the calendar will include a description of  the 
event/meeting, the date it will occur and the address of  where it 
will take place.  It will also have the minimum and maximum 
number of  girls that can attend, age/grade restrictions, the 
number of  drivers needed as well as clear dates of  when forms, 
deposits and final payments are due (if  applicable).     

In the past girls have had the freedom to show up to a meeting 
(or not) without any kind of  explanations necessary.  
Unfortunately this will no longer be permitted due to the new 
structure of  the troop.  Registrations for our meetings/events will 
close on designated close dates or when the workshop is full.  If  
you are not registered by the deadline you will not be able to 
participate.  In addition, if  the minimum number of  girls is not 
met (or we do not have enough drivers) we will need to cancel 
the program.  If  an event is cancelled due to lack of  interest/
participation, refunds will be issued.  If  you register for an event 
but are unable to attend, and deposits have already been paid by 
our troop,  no refunds will be given.  I understand these rules 
seem harsh but it’s the only way that we can make a troop like 
this work. 

In addition to the activities that are specific to our troop, I will 
also post events that are put on by our council and service unit.  
Girls/families are encouraged to participate in these in addition 
to what we plan to do as a troop to get the most out of  your 
membership and experience.  

Don’t forget to register for your annual Girl Scout memberships.  
Only girls and adults with active memberships will be able to 
participate in our activities (unless stated otherwise).  
Memberships are FREE for girls through October 31 ($25 
savings per membership).   

In closing, if  our non-traditional troop is not of  interest to you, 
make sure you still take advantage of  the free membership and I 
can assist you with a transfer to a traditional troop in the area. 
Let’s make this our best year yet!  See you soon! 

-Brianne Heath, Troop Leader
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http://www.mygstroop.com

